


2009 Heart Lake Geyser Basin Report



                    Clark Murray

Upper Group
Spike Geyser – Inactive, very little water.
Yellow Funnel Spring - has been dry and empty so long that small trees are now growing in its crater

Deluge Geyser - No activity at all, low water levels with ugly green/orange bacteria in its pool.
UNNG-HUG-P11 – across the creek from Deluge, is one of the few features in the Upper Group to increase its activity. It’s now boiling strong as a perpetual spouter.

The Upper Group is about as inactive as I have ever seen it.

Fissure Group

Shelf Spring – It has now been 17 years since the landslide; I don’t think were getting the beautiful robin-egg blue color back ever.

“Siphon Geyser” is dormant
Glade Geyser - had an eruption while I was in the Lower Group, so I just missed it.

Pit Geyser -     Active

Triple Bulger / Splurger - was frequently active at 30-33 minute intervals.

“Wisp Geyser’ - is at a low water level and dormant.
Shell Geyser - never saw it erupt, but was not in a position to observe it much, probably active.
The Fissure is very very weak because almost all the active is from UNNG-HFG-P72b  a flood of water flows down the hillside at a constant rate from its sliced like opening in the sinter, never giving anything else on the fissure a chance. 
Middle Group

The new pools that broke out in 1999 below Factory Hill between the Fissure and Middle have developed a perpetual spouter on the side of its crater. The water then flows from the top pool, to the next pool, and finally to the last pool.
Lower Group

Worst year yet for the Lower Group:

“Calix Geyser” was dormant

Ivory Geyser was dormant

Not one active geyser was seen in the lower group – geyser total = 0 

Rustic Group

Both Composite and Rustic were active, but in what I call “Dueling Mode”. They would often alternate activity, one and then the other; each had both weak and strong eruptions. One of the few times I’ve seen Rustic hit 50 feet regularly. If one geyser had a weak eruption it then had a follow up eruption that was very strong, only then would the next eruption switch. Some of Composite’s eruptions were strong enough that water from both vents eventually acted as twin cone type eruptions since there was no water left in the pool. This normally is a fountain type geyser.
UNNG-HRG-P7 (“Apex Geyser”) as expected during “Dueling Mode” “Apex” was a rather weak perpetual spouter that did not react to either Composite or Rustics events.
The subterranean Geyser (“Tartarus Geyser”)   - was not active and some of the runoff from Rustic drained in the east opening. I pretty sure it can’t erupt except when Rustic is in total control of the system.
UNNG-HRG-P12 (“Titan Geyser”)   - was in north vent function only. Nothing was seen from the south vent, but it was still stronger than it has been for a few years.

In the bushes, a small pool near Composite Geyser: UNNS-HRG-P8 has increased its activity from a small seldom noticed green algae spring to a gray pulsing spring with a little gray water discharge, something to keep an eye on.  
Annex Group – Not visited.

Heart Lake Geyser basin has both good years and bad; this was probably a bad year. Although the Rustic Group alone was well worth the trip. 

